ORIQINAU-YFILED 



PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trad&narfc Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwortc Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coltecCon of infbrmatton unless It dispteys a vaBd 0MB control number. 




iRANSMITTAL 

{ioMBiketi for all oomspondenoe after initial filing) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



08/850,996 



Mays, 1997 



LYDECKER, George ct al. 



2644 



MEI, X, 



Total Numt>er of Pages in This Submission I 5 



Attorney Docket Number 3464-003 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



[ j Fee Transmittal Form 
I I Fee Attached 

I j Amendment / Reply 



After Final 

Afftdavits/dedaration(s) 



I I Extension of Time Request 
I I Express Abandonment Request 

I I Information Dlsdosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 



□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 



Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

I I CID, Number of CD(s). 



Remarks 



□ 



□ 



After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences . 

Appeal Communication to Group 

(Appeal Notice, Brief. RepfyBrie/) 

Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 



JUL 2 6 2002 
T 8 ohwoluyyninter26oo 



Response to Office Action (4 pgs,) 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY. OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Tiberiu^Weis2,^q. 



Signature 



Date 



July 15,2002 





CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 








1 hereby certify that this conespondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Sen/ice with sufficient postage as first 


Class 


mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date 




July 15, 2002 




Typed or printed name 


Gisele Richardson 


^Signature 




Date 


July 15, 2002 





Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required to cornplete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington. 
DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 




Attorney Docket No.: 3464-003 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filing Date 
Title 

Examiner 
Group Art Unit 



LYDECKER, George et al 

08/850,996 

May 5, 1997 



RECEIVED 

JUL 2 6 2002 
Technology Center 2600 



RECORDING AND PLAYBACK CONTROL SYSTEM 

MEI, X. 

2644 



July 15, 2002 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTIRCATE OF MAIUNG UNDER 37 CFR ^1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with tne United States Postal Service via First 
Qass mail service in a post-paid envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 
202*^ on July 15. 200L 

^ Gisde Richardson 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



SIR: 



In the Office Action of May 23, 2002, the Examiner has indicated allowance of claims 
1-14 and has rejected claims 21-38 as being obvious in view of Nagata alone and in combination 
with Begault. The Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections on the following grounds. 

Nagata discloses an echo effector for a karaoke. A karaoke is a device that provides a 
prerecorded orchestral accompaniment to songs. The device is used to allow a person to sing a 
song with the prerecorded accompaniment in the background. The device has several parameters 
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